Lamentations 4: 1-2, 6, 12-14, 17, 20-22
Jeremiah 2: 13



After the intensity of Lamentations 3 ...

o Jeremiah calmly compares Jerusalem’s current
desolation with 1ts former glory

How the gold has lost its luster,

the fine gold become dull!

The sacred gems are scattered

at every street corner. (Lam. 4: 1)



o He focuses on the personal devastation and loss

How the precious children of Zion,
once worth their weight 1n gold,
are now considered as pots of clay,
the work of a potter’s hands!

Thei1r princes were brighter than snow
and whiter than milk, ...
But now they are blacker than soot;

they are not recognized 1n the streets.
(Lam. 4: 2, 7-8)



Those killed by the sword are better offt
than those who die of famine; (4: 9a)



With their own hands compassionate women
have cooked their own children,

who became their food
when my people were destroyed. (4: 10)



= SIN
- IDOLATRY

- Lament points out things we’ve placed
too much hope 1n

= Hardship reveals our 1dols



& An object we trust that replaces God

®“... an1dol ... 1s anything more important
to you than God, anything that absorbs
your heart and imagination more than
God, anything you seek to give you what
only God can give. ... anything so central
and essential to your life that, should you
lose 1t, your life would feel hardly worth
living.” — Timothy Keller, Counterfeit Gods



= Destructiveness of Sin
« Deceitfulness of Sin

« Restoration from Sin



= Sin causes chaos and destruction

= "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God i1s eternal life in Christ Jesus our
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= ... sin, when 1t 1s full-grown, gives birth
to death.” (James 1: 14)



The sin of Judah

it Has a nation ever changed 1ts gods?
(Yet they are not gods at all.)

But my people have exchanged their
glorious God for worthless 1dols.

13*“My people have committed two sins:
They have forsaken me,
the spring of living water,
and have dug their own cisterns,
broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”

(Jeremiah 2: 11, 13)




J tynes of drinkable water

» Spring (or living) water
« Underground (or well) water

« Stored (or collected) water in cistern

= “My people have committed two sins:
They have forsaken me,

the spring of living water,
and have dug their own cisterns,

broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”
(Jeremiah 2: 13)



Deceitfulness of Sin
or.. Lies I emhrace

a It won’t end this way for me
a I’ve got this under control
a I know when to stop

1 God will understand why I’ve got to do
this ...



The punishment of my people
1s greater than that of Sodom,
which was overthrown 1n a moment
without a hand turned to help her.
(Lamentations 4: 6)



“If you, Israel, will return, then return to me,”
declares the LORD.

“If you put your detestable 1dols out of my sight
and no longer go astray, ... (Jer. 4: 1)

3 This 1s what the LORD says to the people of
Judah and to Jerusalem:
“Break up your unplowed ground
and do not sow among thorns.
4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD,
circumcise your hearts, ...
or my wrath will flare up and burn like fire
because of the evil you have done—
burn with no one to quench 1t. (Jer. 4: 3-4)




How the gold has lost 1ts luster!
Even the finest gold has become dull.
The sacred gemstones
lie scattered 1n the streets! (Lam. 4: 1; NLT)

The people who once ate the richest foods
now beg 1n the streets for anything they can get.
Those who once wore the finest clothes

now search the garbage dumps for food.
(Lam. 4: 5; NLT)



